
 

Mississippi Board of Examiners for 

Social Workers and Marriage & Family Therapists 

 

Minutes for February 9, 2024, Board Meeting 

 

In accordance with the Miss. Code Ann. § 73-53-8 and the Open Meetings Act § 25-41-1 and 25-41-17, 

the Board of Examiners for Social Workers and Marriage & Family Therapists (Board) held a Board 

meeting on Friday, February 9, 2024, at 10:30 a.m. in Suite 761, on the 1st floor of the Jackson Medical 

Mall, 350 W. Woodrow Wilson Avenue, Jackson, MS 39213 and through Zoom. 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Gerard Tarrant, LMFT, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m.  A quorum of Board 

members was present.   

 

Opening Remarks 

Roll Call 

 

Members Present:     Gerard Tarrant, LMFT, Board Chair 

Dr. Valerie Joiner, LCSW, Board Vice-Chair 

Catherine Jones, LMFT, Chair of MFTDSC 

Dr. Jeff Hinton, LMFT 

Bobby Scott, LMFT 

Veronica Knowles, LCSW 

Valerie Burnett, LSW   

Rosalind Yarber, LSW 

Carrie Coggins, LMSW 

 

Members Absent:      All members were present. 

 

Staff and Guests:       Erica Allen, Executive Director, MBOE  

Sarah Mann, Special Assistant Attorney General 

Gwen Bouie-Haynes, Executive Director NASW-MS 

Amanda Cavett 

Chanmi Choi 

 

 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 

 

Carrie Coggins moved and 2nd by Valerie Joiner to approve the agenda. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

Bobby Scott moved and 2nd by Carrie Coggins to approve the January 2024 Board minutes. The 

motion carried unanimously.  
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II. LICENSURE VOTES 

 

Social Work 

The following candidate(s) were presented for licensure: 

 

LSW Level  

Valerie Joiner moved and 2nd by Veronica Knowles to approve the following candidates for 

licensure at the LSW level. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Sarah Kidd 

Barbara Crutchfield 

 

LSW Level by Reciprocity 

There were no candidates presented at this level. 

 

LSW Level by Universal Recognition Reciprocity 

Valerie Joiner moved and 2nd by Valerie Burnett to approve the following candidates for licensure at 

the LSW level. The motion carried with the following members voting aye: Gerard Tarrant, Valerie 

Burnett, Rosalind Yarber, Carrie Coggins, Bobby Scott, Jeff Hinton, and Catherine Jones; Voting 

Against: Veronica Knowles; Abstention: None; Recusal: None; Absence: None. 

 

Tiffany Harris 

 

LSW Reinstatement Application 

There were no candidates presented at this level. 

 

LMSW Level 

Valerie Joiner moved and 2nd by Veronica Knowles to approve the following candidates for 

licensure at the LMSW level. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Maggie King 

Katherine Mayet 

Kurtisha Winstead 

Annette Sandifer 

Alyssa Ben

 

LMSW Level by Reciprocity 

Valerie Joiner moved and 2nd by Veronia Knowles to approve the following candidates for 

licensure at the LMSW level. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mary Cushing 

Katrina Bentley 

Tasheena Brown 

 

LMSW Level by Universal Recognition Reciprocity 
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Valerie Joiner moved and 2nd by Valerie Burnett to approve the following candidates for licensure at 

the LSW level. The motion carried with the following members voting aye: Gerard Tarrant, Valerie 

Burnett, Rosalind Yarber, Carrie Coggins, Bobby Scott, Jeff Hinton, and Catherine Jones; Voting 

Against: Veronica Knowles; Abstention: None; Recusal: None; Absence: None. 

 

Connie Beverly 

Jasmonique Boyd 

Marstonya Butler 

Tamia Forrest 

Marcello Gordon 

Shareika Hollins 

Michelle Jones 

Jeanette Lindsey 

Martina Martin 

Louis McGowan 

Kenyatta Moses 

Brittany Triplett 

Roshonda Jackson

LMSW Reinstatements  

There were no candidates presented at this level. 

 

LCSW Level 

There were no candidates presented at this level. 

LCSW Level by Reciprocity 

Valerie Joiner moved and 2nd by Veronica Knowles to approve the following candidates for 

licensure at the LCSW level by Reciprocity. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

John Moreno 

Ashley Motes 

Monique Heckler 

Maritza Robinson 

Earl Avant, Jr. 

Kelli Dumas 

Cynthia Hernandez 

LCSW Level by Universal Recognition Reciprocity 

There were no candidates presented at this level. 

 

LCSW Reinstatements  

There were no candidates presented for reinstatement. 

 

Marriage and Family Therapy 

The following candidate(s) were presented for licensure: 

 

LMFTA Licensure  

There were no candidates presented at this level. 

 

LMFT Licensure 

There were no candidates presented at this level. 
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LMFT Licensure by Endorsement  

There were no candidates presented at this level. 

 

LMFT Licensure by Universal Recognition  

There were no candidates presented at this level. 

 

LMFT Reinstatements  

There were no candidates presented for reinstatement. 

 

 

III. REPORTS 

 

Executive Director – Erica Allen 

 

Office Updates 

 

NASW submitted a request to withdraw their Exhibitor Fee Request.  

Financial Report 

Erica Allen presented the Expenditure Report. Fiscal Year 2024 Fund Balance as of January 31, 

2024 are: Monthly Expenditures - $17,489.64; Carryover – $739,915.57; and Ending Balance - 

$827,832.72. A copy of the report is attached. 

 

Jeff Hinton moved and 2nd Rosalind Yarber accept the Expenditure Report for January 31, 2024, 

subject to audit. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Board Chair – Gerard Tarrant 

There was no report given. 

 

Board Vice-chair – Dr. Valerie Joiner 

Valerie Joiner moved and 2nd by Veronica Knowles to appoint Rosalind Yarber as the Social 

Work Discipline Specific Chair. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Chair of Social Work  

There was no report given. 

 

Chair of Marriage & Family Therapy – Catherine Jones 
The MAMFT Annual Conference will be held February 14-16, 2024 in Natchez, MS.  

 

Board Member(s) 

Veronica Knowles addressed the Board in response to NASW Exhibitor request withdrawal.   

 

Legal Counsel – Sarah Mann 

There was no report given. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Social Work CE Report 
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 There was no report given. 

 

MFT CE Report 

 There was no report given. 

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Gwen Bouie-Haynes addressed the Board regarding NASW’s request to withdraw the Exhibitor 

fee. 

 

Britney Mangum stated that the MAMFT conference will be held next week.  

 

V. DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS 

 

Reports on New and Current Complaints 

Erica Allen discussed the Complaints File Report, updating the Board on the status of pending 

complaints and investigations.  A copy of the report is attached. 

 

Case numbers SW19-194 and SW22-231 will be reassigned to Valerie Joiner. 

Case numbers SW23-234 and SW23-235 will be reassigned to Veronica Knowles. 

Case number SW24-243/244 has been assigned to Carrie Coggins. 

 

Reports on Disciplined Licensees’ Progress 

 There was no report given. 

  

VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Jeff Hinton moved and 2nd by Veronica Knowles to go into a closed determination session to 

determine if the Board had reason to go into executive session. The motion carried 

unanimously.      

 

Veronica Knowles moved and 2nd by Rosalind Yarber to exit closed session and enter into 

open session to explain the reason for going into executive session. The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

The Board announced to the public the above desired reason for going into executive session. 

In open session, Chairman Gerrard Tarrant stated that the Board determined that Executive 

Session was necessary for the purposes of discussing salary determination regarding the 

Executive Director, Erica Allen, and for complaint cases SW23-233, SW23-237, SW23-241, 

and SW19-194. 

 

Carrie Coggins moved and 2nd by Jeff Hinton to enter executive session for the purpose of 

discussing salary determination regarding the Executive Director, Erica Allen, and complaint 

cases SW23-233, SW23-237, SW23-241, and SW19-194. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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Valerie Joiner moved and 2nd by Veronica Knowles to prepare advisory letter for SW23-237 

and dismiss complaint. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Valerie Joiner moved and 2nd by Carrie Coggins to dismiss complaint number SW23-233. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Valerie Joiner moved and 2nd by Veronica Knowles to dismiss complaint number SW23-241. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Jeff Hinton moved and 2nd by Veronica Knowles to table any increases in the Executive 

Director’s salary until a 3rd party administrative review is conducted and presented to the 

Board. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Jeff Hinton moved and 2nd by Valerie Joiner to approve Veronica Knowles the authority to 

enter into a 3rd party consultation contract on behalf of the board up to a certain monetary 

amount, effective February 9, 2024. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Jeff Hinton moved and 2nd by Veronica Knowles to exit executive session. The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

The Board resumed in open meeting and announced to the public the above-described action taken 

by the Board in executive session. 

  

 

VII. CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT  

Bobby Scott moved and 2nd by Jeff Hinton to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

The next Board meeting will be held March 8, 2024 in Suite 761 on the 1st floor of the Jackson Medical 

Mall, 350 W. Woodrow Wilson Avenue, Jackson, MS 39213 at 10:30 a.m. The meeting will also be 

available via Zoom. Please see the website for more information under Board Information. 

 

 

 

__________________________________     __________________________________ 

Chair            Recorder          

 

 

 
















