Mississipp1 Board of Examiners for Social Workers and Marrage &
Famuily Therapists

Minutes for June 15, 2026, Board Meeting

In accordance with the Miss. Code Ann. § 73-53-8 and the Open Meetings Act § 25-41-1 and 25-41-17, the
Board of Examiners for Social Workers and Marriage & Family Therapists (Board) held a Board meeting on
Monday, June 15, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. at 5 Old River Place, Suite 205, Jackson, MS 39202 and via Zoom.

I. CALL TO ORDER

Bobby Scott, LMFT, Board Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:31 a.m. A quorum of Board members
was present.

II. Opening Remarks

Roll Call

Members present:

Bobby Scott, LMFT, Board Chair Carrie Coggins, LMSW
Veronica Knowles, LCSW, Board Vice Chair Courtney Denton, LMFT
Catherine Jones, LMFT, Chair of MFTDSC LaPatrick Stephens, LCSW
Kenya Gatlin, LCSW Jessica Culpepper, LSW

Members absent:
Rosalind Yarber, LSW, Chair of SWDSC
Heath Grames, LMFT

Board representatives present:
Patrick Johnson, Executive Director
Kim Turner, Assistant Attorney General

Member of the public present for public comment:
Dr. Gwen Bouie-Haynes, NASW-MS
Britney Mangum, MAMFT

III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Veronica Knowles moved with a second by Courtney Denton to approve the agenda. The motion carried
unanimously.



IV. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES
LaPatrick Stephens moved with a second by Kenya Gatlin to approve the May 8, 2026, minutes. The motion
carried unanimously.

V.REPORTS
A. Executive Director
Part 1903
Courtney Denton moved with a second by Veronica Knowles to approve and publish the
proposed amendments to Part 1903 of the Board’s administrative rules. The motion carried
unanimously.

B. Vice-Chair
No Report Given

C. Chair of Social Work
Veronica Knowles moved with a second by LaPatrick Stephens to elect Kenya Gatlin as the Social
Work Discipline Specific Committee Chair beginning the new State year on July 1, 2026. The
motion carried unanimously.

D. Chair of Marriage and Family Therapy
Catherine Jones moved with a second by LaPatrick Stephens to elect Courtney Denton as the
Marriage and Family Therapy Discipline Specific Committee Chair beginning the new State year
on July 1, 2026. The motion carried unanimously.

E. Board Members
LaPatrick Stephens moved with a second by Kenya Gatlin to elect Veronica Knowles as Board
Chair beginning the new State year on July 1, 2026. The motion carried unanimously.

LaPatrick Stephens moved with a second by Kenya Gatlin to elect Heath Grames as Board Vice-
Chair beginning the new State year on July 1, 2026. Pending his acceptance. The motion carried
unanimously.

F. Legal Counsel
No Report Given

G. Committees
I. Social Work CE
Patrick Johnson reported that the Social Work CE Committee have received 1 CE
application that is pending review.

II. Marriage and Family Therapy CE

Catherine Jones reported that the Marriage and Family Therapy CE Committee approved
8 CE applications.

VI. LICENSURE VOTES

Social Work

Kenya Gatlin moved with a second by Carrie Coggins to approve the candidates for



licensure as detailed in Exhibit A. The motion carries unanimously.

Marriage and Family Therapy
Catherine Jones moved with a second by Courtney Denton to approve the candidates for
licensure as detailed in Exhibit B. The motion carries unanimously.

VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Veronica Knowles moved to enter into a closed session to determine whether to enter into an Executive
Session. The motion carried unanimously.

Kenya Gatlin moved with a second by Jessica Culpepper to enter into an Executive Session pursuant to
Section 25-41-7(4)(a) and (b), Miss. Code Ann., for the purposes of discussing an application for licensure
and criminal background report, and pending requests for supervision based upon licenses issued pursuant to
UROLA The motion carried unanimously.

Kenya Gatlin moved with a second by Carrie Coggins to deny application number 20251206001500. The
motion carried unanimously.

Carrie Coggins moved with a second by Kenya Gatlin to include language substantially similar to “Issued
Pursuant to UROLA, Without Examination” upon licenses issued pursuant to UROLA to those who did not
or have not successfully completed the ASBW examination. The motion carried unanimously.

LaPatrick Stephens moved with a second by Carrie Coggins to exit Executive Session. The motion carried
unanimously.

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT
NASW-MS — Dr. Gwen Bouie-Haynes gave a report

IX. CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT

Kenya Gatlin moved with a second by Carrie Coggins to adjourn meeting. The motion carried unanimously.

The next Board meeting will be held July 10, 2026, in Suite 205 at 5 Old River Place, Jackson, MS 39202 at
10:30 a.m. and available via Zoom.

X Veronica kKnowles X Patrick Johnson

Veronica Knowles (Jul 20, 2026 18:10:38 CDT) Pa_trick Johnion (Jul 10, 2026 12:10:35 CDT)

Veronica Knowles, Patrick Johnson
Board Chair Executive Director



Exhibit - A

Social Work Applicants

Applicant Name Application Level Application Type
Cianna Casinghino LSW License
DarNisha Dillon LSW License
Sarah Meyn LSW License
Cameron Russell LSW License
Pamela Stephens LSW License
Kimberly Edmondson LSW Reciprocal
Melissa Aberle Guy LMSW License
Tonia Alexander LMSW License
Latonya Atkinson LMSW License
Abigail Austin LMSW License
Riesha Brooks LMSW License
Clarissa Campbell LMSW License
Victoria Cleckler LMSW License
Dianna Dardar LMSW License
Jeanna Espinoza LMSW License
Jacob Estrada LMSW License
Teariny Fairley LMSW License
Angela Gordon LMSW License
Steven Hill LMSW License
Alishia Holiday LMSW License
Degavion Jackson LMSW License
Stephanie Mangafakis LMSW License
Candy Minor LMSW License
Lacy Moran LMSW License
Anne O'Reilly LMSW License
Karina Patel LMSW License
Zoie Perkins LMSW License
Lisa Richardson LMSW License
Katryn Scully LMSW License
Amy Snyder LMSW License
Tia Turner LMSW License
Michelle Savieo LMSW Reciprocal
Terrye-Danielle Benford LCSW License
Monye Bowdry LCSW License
Sydney Breazeale Achatz LCSW License
Ashlee Cote LCSW License
Katherine Gardner LCSW License
Heather Holland LCSW License
Taymi Moore LCSW License
LaTrenda Stephens LCSW License
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Exhibit - A

Social Work Applicants

Applicant Name Application Level Application Type
Kristy Truitt LCSW License
Mae Wright LCSW License
Shareela Allen LCSW Reciprocal
Sarah Burkhead LCSW Reciprocal
Deborah Coy-Wheeler LCSW Reciprocal
Alicia Danley LCSW Reciprocal
StephaniJo Dykes LCSW Reciprocal
Andrew Fontaine LCSW Reciprocal
BriAnn Williams LCSW Reciprocal
Lorraine Willias LCSW Reciprocal
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Exhibit - B

Marriage and Family Therapy Applicants

Applicant Name Application Level Application Type
Grace Guillory LMFTA License
Kristina Arnold LMFT License

Page 1of1




	2026.06.15 June Minutes - signed.pdf
	09 - Exhibit A - SW Applicants (nasw order).pdf
	10 - Exhibit B - MFT Applicants.pdf

